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REVEREND BazTHREN; $4 5 5 85 
2 11 E law of our church requires, a \ that 
every perſon, who is received into. the 
try, or is admitted to any eceleſiaſtical 
ling, ſhall acknowledge, by ſubſcribing his 
1455 that all wad, every. the xxxix articles of 

- 5 agreed up g in the year 1562, by the 
wo Oye and Maos of bath provinces, and 
the whole Jerg: in eee 5 are MON 
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„„ 
| is. to, lead men to eternal life by. the. preſerva- 
tion and advancement of true religion.” It is 
therefore the duty of thoſe; Who are appointed 
under him to ſuperintend and g overn particular 
churches, which are only parts of the univerſal 
church, to ſecure and promote, as far as they 
-are able, the true faith and doctrines of the 
gaſp el. rrp 492 ry 
15 Chriſts kingdom had been of this — 


| an had had no other. view, but to eſtabliſh 
Helf in peace and quiet amongſt” ' ie other 
5 ingdoms of the eartli by engaging mant in 
| an outward.x rofefſion' of His rel gion; tempo 
ral rewards and puniſhments! night have been | 
as effectual means, as Wh, for obtaining its 
purpoſe. But the bare 10 ofeſling of our elves 
0 be his diſciples, whilft we ate here, Will not 
lead us to eternal life hereafter: Lontelt n 
Vith the mouth is then on! made unto [ 11. i 
Vation, When the heart Beliepeth unto” 0 ON Mt | 
equſneſs. J am therefore as ready to allow, as 
any. one can de to contend; that“ teniporal e- 
Wards and puniſhments, Which can only nn 
 Ence a mans outward behaviour, t 
C | Kart tis uinderſtingding, w Which may 11185 
| 0 an 'hypoertte, but havens natural tenden 
98 make. im 1 fincere chriſtian, are not the 
er Tay f promoting true religion; —.4 
| prop ierefore kt means. a 15 eg gol . 
the church Hate no right to make aſe Sf for 55 | 
Attainment of that 255 to which the fociery, | 
Wheels they pteſide, and ie office, which they 
eat in it, 220 ultimately referted. eee 
| 8 The 
: bps 10. Locke ut ſup. Confeſſional. p. 22. 23. 
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The only legitimate means, of 27 
an preſerving” the true religion of C hriſt, are 
iniſtructions in the faith an doctrines, which 
he, and his apoſtles in his name, delivered to 
mankind, with exhortations and admonitions 
to attend to them, to embrace them, to perſe- 
vere in them, and by a pious and virtuous _ 
life and converſation to bring forth the proper 
fruits of them. Since therefore it is the duty 
of chureh- governours to take care, that the 
people ſhould be inſtructed in the truth of the 
1 they have a right to require, that all 
thoſe, whom they appoint to be aſtors an 
teachers, ſhould firſt give them ſuffleient aflu- 
rance of the ſoundneſs of their faith and doc? 
trines. This is alli, that they do, when they 
require them to ſubſcribe to an eſtabliſhed con- 
feſſion :- for no church has a richt to make uſe 
of its confeſſion as a law, to compel the can- 
didates for holy orders to aſſent to the propo- 
ſitions contained in it; but only as a teſt to 41 
cover, whether they do aſſent to them or not. 
Where the civil law of the country las 1 
ridge! 4 maintenance for the public teachers of 
religion, or has iven them any other: adyan- 
tages; theſe l. emoluments are indeed tem- 
poral rewards. But our notions of things müſt 
be very indiſtinct; if we miſtake them for ſanc 
tions 20 any confeſſivi; which muſt be ſubſcri- 
bed, before they can be:admitte into their of- 
fice; when they are only rewards for doing the 
work of the miniſtry. The right, which the 
bee of the church would have had to 


Locke ibid. 8 1 N 


true religion, b 


(4) 

require, this ſubſcription of them, if if no legal 
benefits had been — to their office, can- 
not poſſibly be deſtroyed. by. a law, which does 
nothing more, than annex theſe benefits to it. 
Whether they are paid for their labour by legal 
ies, or by voluntary contributions, or take 
no wages at all for it; the duty of the gover- 
nours of the church to preſerve and advance 
; providing ſuch inſtructours for 
people, as are ſound in their faith and doc- 
tines, 18 the ſame: and oonſequently the civil 
power hy giving theſe inſtructours a legal reve- 
ue makes. no alteration ãn the right to try their 
faith and daftrines, before omg Arg REI n 

5 to the miniſtry. . It 12 Lebt off 9-557 


of public teaching in the — 1 
the Wa occafion there will be to guard a- 
ainſt falſe teachers by requiring ſubſeriptions 
of thoſe, ho are admitted; to it. The emolu- 
ments, which it brings along with it, will be 
1775 make many eager to undertake it, who, 
it had been merely . or had been 
attended with ſlender and uncert tages, 
would hape, heen;contented-to enjoy their er- 
nden, private, Or would, have had few. 
tunities of ſpreading them amongſt the Ino 
rant and 4 d;crand no [opp micht at 
all of ſpreading th 2 With the lame. weight, 
: 9 hon thay come rom a licenſed miniſter of 
O n, "EC 1 N ine 
11 15 eaſy, to ſee, what are She 1 . 
of a, complaint, xhich we ſometimes hear in 
uri; own ne thgts,” 7095 N a gs" 


F | Confeſſional, p. 31. 15. 
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cious and uſeful miniſter: is groaning under 
60 3 burden of ſubſeriptions, being reduced to 
* the unhappy dilemma of ſubſcribe or farue. 
Take away the legal emoluments of the miniſ- 
and, though you leave ſubſcriptions, theſe 
Wel miniſters, as they are called, will make no 
complaint of their being under the dilemma of 
either ſubſcribing to our articles, or of not en- 
joying the liberty of preaching the goſpel. Nor 
is the caſe fairly "Rated in the —— fituation 
of things. ;Sulſeription is no new teft of our 
opinions, which is then firſt propoſed to us, 
when we are already in the miniftry, and are 
going to be admitted to an eccleſiaſtical bene- 
fice: for we cannot be received into the loweſt 
order of miniſters without it. They therefore, 
who are concerned in this dilemma, ſhould not 
be called miniſters. And the dilemma itſelf, inn 
of: the candidates for the miniſtry, _ 
| they are long 8 before aware, that ſubſci 
will be required of them, is not ſalſaribe, 
Aare; but: either you muſt, by Ca eibing e. oa 
the. eſtabliſhed | confeſſion of the church, in 
which you deſire to be a teacher of the goſpel 
give it the evidence, which it requires; t at 
your faith and doctrines are ſuch, as it judges 
ta-be agrecable to the true religion of Chriſt: 
or elſe you muſt apply yourſelf to Tone” other 
way 9 livelih oo. 
There have indeed Waben e ths 
ſubſcription, which they made on their en- 
trance into the miniſtry, have ſcrupled to re- 
peat it, and have therefore continued without 
any eccleſiaſtical preferment, till their ſcruples 
were removed, or perhaps as long as they * | 
| | _— 


if they act againſt their conſciene 


„ 


ed. But the number has been too ſmall for any 


one toi pretend, that it would be reaſonable for 


benefit propoſed by ſubſcriptions; And if they, 
bh are:ready to repeat them, as often as pre- 
ferment offers itſelf, ſhould be repreſented as 


8 < groaning under the burden of them; this 
repreſentation would ſcarce move the pity of 
any conſiderate man: for if their conſcience al- 
lows: of what they do, they want no: relief; and 
e, they de- 
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But to return to tlie point in queſtion. The 
writer, who led me to employ your though s 


1 where:themethods of promoting chriſtiani- 


< ty gare matt 


1 of ſcripture-precept, or are 
<« plaimly.. recor 


ed by ſcripture-prece- 


<:dents, -: they: ſhould be ſtrictiy followed.” 


Nom Bt. Faul in his epiſtle to Tits, when he 


had leſt him in Crete to ordain elders there, di- 
faith 


; that they ſhould be ſuch tas held faſt the 
ful word agreeably to what they had been 

taught: and in another of his epiſtles he 
gives the like charge to Timothy about the or- 
daining of deacons; they wers to be ſuch; as 
held the myſtery of the faith ina pure con- 
ſcience... There is no occaſion to enquire, Whe- 


"© 


ther Timothy and Titus,in-tryingthe faith and 


doctrines of the ſeteral candidates, required 
them to ſubſeribe their names to a formal con- 
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Tit. 1. 5.9 2 Tim. in. 9. 


* Confeſſional. p.12. Þ Confeſſional. p. 29. 
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of the apoſtle is as much in point, as can be 
deſired. For to a man, who has no deſign to 
deceive or to prevaricate, when he finds, 77 
if he had applyed for holy orders to Timothy 
or Titus, t they: could not have ordained him 
conſiſtently, with the commands of St. Paul, 
unleſs he had firſt made an explicit declaration 
of his faith and doctrines, and they had judg- 
ed them to be agreeable to the goſpel of Chriſt, 
it can be of no importance, whether he ſhould 
have been at liberty” to make this declaration 
in words of his own, or have been obliged to 
uſe a form dictated by them; whether; he might 
have been allowed to ſpeak it- only, or muſt 
have left it upon record by making it in riting. 
His words and ex IN if he had choſen 
them himſelf, muſt have been ſuch, as would 
. have left: them no more room to doubt of his 
meaning, than if they had preſcribed them to 
him; and his declaration, if he made it by 
ſpeaking, would have been as binding upon his 
odere. ag if he had given it under his Hand. 
But mi ight. not theſe} primitive chureh-go- 


vernours! '<© be contented with a ſolemn decla- 


2 ; ration. on the part of teachers and paſtors, 
«that they received. the ſcriptures as the word 
«igf God; and would inſtruct the people out 
« of them?” As 1 can ſee no diſtinction, Worth 
an honeſt mans regarding, between à fabſcrip- 
tion and a len declaration, ſo one or two 
inſtancrs of what happened very early in the 
church will ſerve to ſhew us, whether a general 
Profeſſion of Ae whatever is contained 


8 
yn is: Fo 216 ES (be. 21 12 "x Ar Ms 7.73 


| ng in 
! Confeſſional, 5 16. 1 8 


1) 
in the ſcripture, or of adhering to the dofitine 
of the s, was likely to ſatisfy Timothy or 
Titus, that they, who made it, held faſt the 
'Y faithful word, as they had deen — the 
« myſtery of faith in a pure eonſcience. We 
learn from St. Peter, that there were in his 
time® unlearned and anſtable men who wreſted 
the epiſtles of St. Paul, and the other ſcriptures 
Bkewife, to their own deſtruction; and from 
St. Paul that there were ſome, who, a« taking 
*:6tcafion' from the dectrine of free grate, 
e ſlandered the apoſtles as having taught, that 
< men might do evil, that good Sethe come.” 
After the epiſtle to the Romans had been 
publiſhed throughout the whole church, as it 
poſſibly might have been, when thoſe to Timothy 
and- Pinus were written, the a al doc- 
trine on this head Was fo plainly declared, as 
not to admit of ſuch a-niifrepreſentation. But 
the inſtance nevertheleſs comes up to my pur- 
poſe; as it ſhews, that the meaning of thoſe 
words and expreſſions, which were made uſe of 
by the to declare their doftrines tothe 
world, ure liable to be miſrepreſented. 
"HF" made choice of this latter Kftance the 
rather; becauſe the g te whom J juſt 
nom referred, propoſing the example of dhe 
s to the imitation of pretetint churches, 
asks, „ What courſe Py took in this exi- 
„ gency? whether they framed a new creed ot 
8 ee e or Ser into an ole one 35 
; FEI \ECZ ele 


= 1 Pet. iii. 16. "n * Confeſfional. p. 5 Rom. i iii, 8s | 
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| « atticle: im orting, that no ' man; ſhould do 
_ « eyil, for the ſake of procuring; the greateſt: 
« imaginable-good?”. and then anſwers, Nos 
ee they left the calumny to be confronted by; 7 
«the; "gaſpel-hiſtarys: and the tenor of their 
= own Writings and. eonverſation „ and gave 
« themſelves no farther trouble about it We 
find however, | that St. Paul- was led by it to 
write thus 10 the, Romans; * If, the truth o 
* God hath: more abeunded through my lie 
© unts bis glorys Mhy yet am I'allo judged aa 
<.4 ſinner; and notfrather, as we be ſlander- 
** gully. reported, de affixmz that wwe 
a e Jet us dg: evil, that good, may come? 
« hol dmnatien . Care therefore was 
taken by: the apoftles explicitly 40 Sonden this 
doctrine, and 0 inſert an article; in 9 2 0 
toit, af not into any creed.,origonfeilion di 
tin&t-from the ſcriptures,” Yolo into he feng: 
tures themſelves. 3603-7 40630 702477 fe 
bY hem! 1e vho allo. that fy, ſuch mer 
i ng.chriſtianity-as; are plainly 
C PSRIE-PRCGOAlents, ought 
wsd, complain of it as 
*« an.ampwarrantable: encroachment on chriſti- 
< ap-liberty,” Eg ms cs * be re⸗ 
quixec to be 5 to * a Eogy ropoſitions 
expreſſed in any other than pivge-languages 
ones apt: to Tathat by a ſeripture-pre- 
cegent they mean g. [Þrecedent,of: a-confelſion 
reconfled fim the, ſerptues,: and; expreiied; there 
105 a ferlpturd words. But without looking 
for ſuch inconſiſtencies, it is, ue us, to 
find? that St. Paul, , when he con 


B * > 4 


10 he gc 


"x 
LT Confeſſional. p. 29. 19. 


(1) 
y and Titus to examine into the faith of al 
5 thoſe, whom they-ſhould receive into the miniſ- * 
tty, gave them no directions to uſe only: ſcrip- 
ture- language: for we may reaſonably con- 
elude from hence, that they, were left at libe 
to propoſe their queſtions in any wenn, WAR 
would: aſeertam xheir meaning. 1 
Do we therefotei ſay, that 1 new od ans 
@ ſeriptural Werds will better fix the ſenſe o ß 
C. ſcriptute-doctrine, than the words of Chriſt 
r and his es . To take off: the invi 
ouſneſs of this queſtion; LwIII beg leave, be- 
| fore I anſwer it, t&alk another.” Bo not the 
who object this to us, old, that " paſtors and 
teachers by familiar, Sear; and uſual forms of 
" ſpeech — make the! ſenſe ef ſeripture more 
ain vo their hearers, ham if they Were to read 
it to them im che words, which Chit and his 
apoſtles made uſe of 7. They muſt, If they think 
1 Fehde that 5 preachin 970 
mterpreting ecriptures'is entirely uſeleſs, 
and that the public :teaphers in proteſter 
churches hav©nothingielſe to do for the 'in- 
ſtruction of heir congregations, but to fead 
the bike te them. - Ido net mean from the uti- 
lity of pinching or interpreting the ſerĩptures 
in ehriſdiam afſemblies to Infor the utility of 
eſtabliſhed c6nfeMions, but to remind the p 
En of fach confellions,! that What the) hold 
ne caſe is exactly fimilat to what kliej itma- 
Bae wound (IRS; an” dum upen ub, if we 
Seile e 1: N 01 MIC were 
S t I 1 48910 bin 1 L n 
cee i e fl 


„ \ Th 3 
x . f? 14 * 898998 7 * 
+44 4 a3 % we 
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were to ſay it in the ſes For Fe font of 
ſcripture may be exp! more plainly, w 
not more e in the words of Chri 
and his apoſtles? To paſs over the ordinary 
mutability of language; every ſect, which has 
ſprung up ſince the firſt planting of chriſtiani- 
ty, has had an interpretation of ſeripture pecu- 

har to itſeif; and much pains have all along 
been taken by the ſeveral leaders of theſe num- 
berleſs contending parties to give ſuch a ſenſe to 
the words of Chriſf and his apoſtles; as might 
appear moſt ſuitable to their own-favaurite opi- 
nions.” Thus by the perverfe diſputings of men 
of corrupt minds a variety of meanimgs has been 
found out for thoſe ſcripture-expreſſioms, which 
were originally intended to convey but one; 
and nothing is more common, than to extract 
very unſcriptural doctrines from ſoripture- lan- 
guage. The governours of the church have 
therefore found it neceſſary to introduce what 
are called new and unſeriptural words and ex+ 
preſſions, not to fix the ſenſe of ſcripture- doe 
trines, but to fix the ſenſe, in which ſeripture- 
expreſſions are underſtood by thoſe, who are 
candidates for the office of public teaching, and 
whoſe faith and doctrines 4 have therefore a 
right to examine into and e 683 WO 
When theſe objectors come to explain them : 
ſelves; they do not ſeem to mean, that the 
ſenſe of ſeripture can not, but that it ought not, 

to be more exactly fixed, than it is in the words 
of ſeripture. For they ſometimes make it 
matter of complaint, that any church ſhould 
8 zuin I 5 B 2 | 5 * require 


(12) 

wee. require aſſent to a certain ſenſe of Hcripture 
t excluſive of all other ſenſes; becauſe this can=! 
not, they ſay, be done ee, an unwarrant- 
able interference with the rights of ꝓfivnte 
60 judgment, which are manifeſtly ſecured to 
every individual by the ſcriptural terms of 
© chriſtian liberty. But can any one imagine, 
that Chriſt and his a apoſtles pu oy delivered 
their doctrines in 


1 perſon might interpret them for him- 
wtf and might, in determifling what his faith 

ſhould be, have a variety to chuſe out of? If 
this was not their deſign; if they intended, as, 
certainly they did intend, nat to leave any ſuch 


ambiguities in their diſoourſes or writings, but 
to deliver a fixed and certain religionto all man- 
kind, and to oblige all thoſe to have one faith, 
who. profeſs to have one Lord; though: the 


eunning craftineſs of ee e eters may 
have found out a variety of r any pai· 


ſages of ſcri age yet the terms, which lecure 
n the right eee them 


to each chriſ 
for himſelf, cannot without, impropriety be 


5 called the ſcriptural terms of ian liberty ; 


ſhould: rather be called the natural terms 


they 

of an accidental liberty, vrhich belongs to chri - 
ſtians in their preſent-ſituationo But whatever 
names we may make uſe of, the queſtion is, 


whether this liberty, call it how we ill. ĩs not 


unwarrantably interfered with by. requiring 


ans to aſſent to any certain - ſenſe of 


 Eeripture,, where PL are e that Ub, 
ar rene admit 


» Confeſonal p- 32. Epheſ. iv; 8. 


ch expreſſions, as would 
admit of different interpretations, that each 
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(13) 


admit of ocher ſenſes; and have a right to 


judge for themſelves, which is the true'one ? 
The anſwer is obvious. N chriſtian is required 
to ſubſeribe to ſuch confeſſions, as I am 2 
ing of, who is not in his own private ä 
ment convinced; that they are agreeable to the 
word of God. On the contrary ; as they are 
deſigned to be teſts, by which the governours 
of the church may find out, Whether they, 
who deſire to be 'appomted paſtors andi teach 
ers, aſſent to the faĩth and doctrines contained 
in them, or not; whoever ſubſcribes to them, 
when he does not aſſent to them, fruſtrateg 
the purpoſe, for which they were eftablihed. 
In reſpect' of all other members of the 
church, that is, of the laity; they are no- 
ys thing more, than articles of church :commu- 
*,nion :” by which T mean, not as a learned 
prelate,. when he ſays this of the xxxix articles 
of our own church, has been ſuppoſed to mean, 
hat all laymen * are required either to ſub- 
<« ſcribe or ſolemnly declare their aſſent to them, 


r a5 a qualification for communion with the 


«church, in which they: are eſtabliſned; but 


= as he has very clearly explained himtelf, that 


ery layman, who is a member of any 8 


1 ok Foal] if he is perſuaded; that all the p 


Ations contained in its eſtabliſhed conf A are 
true, but, if he thinks, that none of them 


_ * are erroneous in ſo high a degree, that he 
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rea with ſuch as profeſs 
5 9 them, 
= * Burnets intrediRiba Ws! his nk of the XXXiX 


ade. d. 6 # 
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them, is obliged to continue in its commu- 


1 2 LL : , 
ion 


65" e eee, 2 0 
But here it is objected, that, © if the laity 
d are allowed not to be bound by church · con- 
< feſnions, the right to eſtabliſh them for the 


_ *. clergy; as well as for the laity, is given up: 


te becauſe whatever is ſufficient. to direct the 
« faith and practice of the one, will be ſufficient 
to direct the teaching of the other; unleſs 


the clergy may be obliged to teach doctrines 
Fe whach the _— 


. lieve or P 


are not obliged either to bes 
E As if the governours of 
the chureh, becauſe they do not bind the laity 
to. ſubſcribe to the eſtabliſnied confeſſion, did 


not underſtand them to be bound in conſcience, 


as much as the clergy, to believe and practiſe 
vrhat is contained in it. A rule, which they ſet 
forth to direct the teaching of the one, cannot 
but be intended by them to direct the faith and 
practice of the other, In this rule they propoſe 


to all, who are members of the church, where. 


in they preſide, to the laity as well as to the 
clergy, ſuch a ſummary of the religion of Chriſt, 
as every chriſtian, according to the beſt of their 
judgment, is bound in conſcience to aſſent to. 


When they have done this, they leave every 
man to judge and determine for himſelf, he- 


ther it is ſuch an one, as he ought to aſſent to, 
or not. But it is their duty to take care, that 
the people ſnould be inſtructed in what they 


judge to be the true faith and doctrine gf the 
goſpel. This gives them a right to require 


thoſe, whom they appoint paſtors, and teach- 
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hn 
ers, to ſabſcribe to this ſummary becauſe 
they have a right to know; what theſe have de- 


termined in the caſe; whether agreeably to the 
command of St. Paul, they hold faſt the faiths | 


ful words as they have been taught; the myſte⸗ 


-of the faith in à pure conſcience; and are 


require this ſubſcription: becauſe, after they 


| have taken care, that theſe ſhould be duly in- 


ſtructed, their duty extends no further, and 
therefore gives them nd right to know; What 
determination che private judgment of 8 one 
in this rank may Reverted lime, 124 
Tou will: excuſe me, T hope, if I treſpa 
tpon patience alittle longer, whillt-< 


con this matter with reſpect to the 


4 effefts of it on chriſtian ſocieties. - The queſ- | 


tion here is, how ſhalt ohe church exerciſe 


its: right of requiring ſubſcription to its own 


<;eſtabliſhed. confeſſion ia Sc encroachin 
Lon «the right of atiother? all proteſtant 


* churches having: the ſame right in an equal 
degree: Row is it poſſible for any church te 


exerciſe it in thoſè inftarices, where ſhe eſta- 
* 'bliſhes'idofrines inconſiſtent with the doc 


<'trines of other churches, without abridging 
«thoſe others. of their right to eſtabliſh their 
own doctrines?” Hitherto there is no great 


difficulty in the objection. Separate churches 


ar in N of ane ahothice; { BW! een : 
N. Ae 
e 1 3 20 503 Tim. Wig 5 90 0 2 Tilt f. 155 
+Confellral, P. 33. © Locke on a wieder. . ü. 

P. 256, re 8 30039 


| dre likely to diſtribute no other word; but . 
5 the word of truth. Of the laity they do not 


(% 


men; If each individual proteſtant holds his | 
 rehgjon! independently-of! all otliers, ſo does 
vack-pattienlar protgſtant church; : Any church 
tee by di! mining. forcitfelf, what: faith, | 


anti doctrines it ought-fto-tehch;! no more en- 
exoaphes upon the) right of other ehurches, 


vg, 


which differ from itt do the ſame thin 
than any individual De xerciſingt his; right. 
Private Ju in determining, What faith 
And daktrines he) dught? to) hold; precludes! 
dtherg. hs are ngt ofthe ſame opinion with: 
Nin fram 9 eir soi 25779 N ate; 
Nor: ſhall we find the difficulty much 
* if we goon with-the ohjector- No 
*.church, he fays can have A;13ght itoceſtabſiſh 
BE % doctrines i huti upon: Gippoſition,.; that 
they afe- true. If the: doctrimes eſtabliſned 
1 in one church grerttne the; ohntrary deo 
*:trines eſtabliſnedanandther church muſt be 
falſe: and no chumh can contend foro x rigirt 
46 to eſtahliſn: falſe dochrines Let us thy, tre 
dane argument in a mlt anttere. N 
cam have: a rightethSheld any: deri 
upaniſuppefition of itheir bon, — 
tres which\any-onefmanthojds,; be true: the 
ee docrines!!{hinden : by: another man 
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right; which be 


A very common. diſtinction) will clean up this 
matter. No church has a right to eſtabliſh, as 


no individuatihas à right to hold; falſe doc- 
trines, as falſe doctrines. But if either a pro- 
teſtant church, of an individual prateſtant, 
ſhould after due conſideration be perſuaded, 
that any doctrines are true, which in realitʒ 
are falſe; either the right of a church, 
— this perſuafion, to * for and a | 
the public teaching of [theſe doctrines, which 
in the preſent. ueſtion is all, that we mean by 
a right to eſtabliſh them, muſt be welb found 
ed; or an individual, acting under the lame . 
perſuaſion, can have no right to hold them. 
It has been faid, with more ſmartneſs uf ex-: 
preſſion, than juſtneſs of ſentiment, that:'<the | 
* church of Rome is infallible, and every pro- 
+ teſtant church is always in the right. The 
force of this ridicule, ſuch as it is, when ap- 
. plyed by a proteſtant to the eſtabliſhment of 
„ ED A — * will — | 
- upon 3 © e 18 m- 
fallible, and no 1 — ever in 
the wrong. Every p it church, Hlie eve- 
ry individual proteſtant, afteruſing all ppſſible 
means of due information, though its faith 
and — Nee to enen muft 
i egg offers Act, 
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act, as H they were true. If in theſe circu 
ſtances: the individual would be abbged: — 
22 them; — —— 
the church would abe lefs ante cure 
the ——ů— bob eint g auf!! 

etweem the church of: — — pre 


tends to be infallible; and a ꝓruteſtant church, 
which claims only. a right to ſecure the teach- 


ing of ſuch doctrines to its members, as it 


judges, upon the beſt information it can get, 
to be agreeable to the truth of the goſpel there 
is this remarkable difference; that the former 
cannot change its doctrines without giving up 
its pretenſions to infallibility; whereas the lat- 


ter may be better informed at one time, than 


at another, and may therefore change them 


. without any inconſiſtency. It is no more ne- 
ceſſary, that a proteſtant church, than that an 


individual proteſtant, ſnould always maintain 
the ſame doctrines: both muſt act upon the 
beſt information, Which they have at the time; K* 
bothhowever are open to better information, 
if it; be to be had, and are at liberty. to act up- 
on better, if they ever obtain dt. But as it 
would be matter of juſt reproach to any —.— 
man to be carried; about with e 2 wind: of 
doctrine, to take his colour from thoſe, with 
whom · he canverſes. laft, and to change his re- 
ligious opinions as aften as he changes his 
company; ſo would it be ſuch a e hi 0 
arch, as: 
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